
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































TROUBLESHOOTING 

CAN I PUT TREATS INSIDE THE TUNNEL? 
Since the goal is for your dog to navigate the tunnel quickly, treats inside could 
create a bad habit of hesitating in the middle. 

MY DOG IS SCARED TO GO INSIDE 
Don't allow your dog's apparent fear to change your behavior. Be matter-of-fact 
about it and send him through. He will likely emerge a more confident dog! 

TIP! You're so big! Get down at his level to engage your dog. 

1 Coax your dog from the other end of the tunnel. 

2 Send him from the entrance. 

3 A running start propels your dog through a curved tunnel. 



.:-

Crawl 

TEACH IT: 

easy 

VERBAL CUE 
e".1 

HAND 51GNAL 

Your dog crawls forward, sliding his belly on the floor. 

1 Your dog will be more willing to crawl on a comfortable surface such as grass or carpet. 
Put your dog in a down (page 16), facing you. Kneel on the ground and show your dog a 
treat hidden under your hand about 18" (46 cm) in front of him. 

2 In a drawn-out voice tell him �crawl" as you slowly slide the treat away from him. He 
will hopefully take a crawl step or two with his front paws in an effort to follow the treat. 
Allow him to get the treat, while remaining down. 

3 Once your dog is able to crawl following your treat, try standing several feet in front of 
him with the treat exposed under your foot. You may have to alternate saying �crawl" 
and "down" while he makes his way toward your foot. Your lifted toe wi11 later become 
your dog's signal to crawl, keeping his attention low to the ground. 

WHAT TO EXPECT: Many dogs are able to begin crawling in their first training session. 
Transitioning to using ihe verbal cue and foot signal, with no lure, often takes another few 
weeks. 

PREREQUISITES 



Down (page 16) 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

MY DOG STANDS UP 
You are sliding the treat too fast. 

MY DOG DOESN'T MOVE 
He might believe he will be reprimanded for moving from his down. Keep your 
energy enthusiastic. 

MY DOG HAS STARTED CRAWLING WHILE IN HIS DOWN-STAY! 
Now that your dog knows this cue, tell him �no crawl" to stop this behavior. 

BUILD ON IT! Use this skill to perform disobedient dog (page 134). 

1 With your dog in a down, show him a treat under your hand. 

2 Slide the treat away from him as he crawls forward. 



3 Place the treat under your foot to keep his attention downward . 

... easy 

Touch a Target 

TEACH IT: 

VERBAL CUE 
Target 

Your dog touches an object identified as a target. This useful skill has a variety of 
applications in trick training as well as dog sports and movie work. 

1 In an empty environment. set up a target about 6'  to 10' (1 .8 to 3 m) away. The target can 
be a safety cone, plunger, or other unique object preferably one that your dog won't be 
tempted to take in his mouth. Show your dog as you or another person places a treat on 
the target. Get your dog's attention as you do this by saying �cookie" or whichever word 
he understands to mean a treat. 



2 Return to your dog and point in the direction of the target as you release him with the 
word "target! "  Allow him to run to the target and eat the treat. 

3 After a few successful iterations, send your dog to the target without setting a treat on it. 
As soon as your dog touches the target, immediately praise him and give him a treat from 
your hand. 

WHAT TO EXPECT: Practice ten iterations per day and within a week you may be able 
to send your dog to a target across the room! 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

IS MY DOG SUPPOSED TO TOUCH THE TARGET WITH HIS NOSE OR HIS 
PAW? 

While learning, either is acceptable. As you work with smaller and smaller target 
objects, your dog will find it easier to touch them with his paw, and will transition 
to this method on his own. 

BUILD ON IT! Movie dogs use this skill to stop on a mark. Use a sheet of paper for 
the target. Gradually reduce the size of the paper, until a Post-it note is all that is 
needed. 

TIP! Train your dog with a double command. "Target-sit" means to go to the target and 
sit. 

1 Place a treat on the target. 



2 Reease your dog to get the treat. 

3 Send your dog to the target, and reward a touch. 

"I teach a dog-tricks class at the park. 1 show the other dogs how to do stuff." 

intermediate 



UnderlOver 

TEACH IT: 

VERBAL CUE 
Under 
Over 

Your dog can be instructed to go either under or over any object. 

1 Set up a bar jump or other obstacle at the height of your dog's back. Since he already 
knows how tojump over a bar (page 108), and is assuming that is what he is supposed 
to do, you'll want to begin this trick by training the under command. Set your dog on 
one side of the bar and lure him under by holding your treat low to the ground. Use the 
verbal cue often "under, good under!" 

2 Watch his body language and prevent him from jumping over the bar by blocking his path 
with your hand or by or holding his collar. 

3 Lower the bar so that your dog has to duck down or crawl to get under. If your dogjumps 
over the bar, place him back in his original spot, taking care to lead him around the jump 
rather then letting him jump back over the bar a second time. 

4 Now try with another object such as your outstretched leg. 

S Alternate the �under" and �over" commands to solidify the difference in your dog's mind. 

WHAT TO EXPECT: This fun trick will keep your dog guessing as he awaits your 
instruction. In their eagerness, dogs don't always listen carefully and may require a month 
before they can concentrate enough to get this trick consistently right. 



PREREQUISITES 
Jump over a bar (page lOB) 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

MY DOG COMPETES IN AGILITY. SHOULD I NOT TEACH THIS TRICK? 
Dogs are smart and easily put behaviors into context. However, as an added 
precaution, you may want to teach this trick with an object other than a bar jump. 

MY DOG KNOCKS THE BAR WHEN HE GOES UNDER 
Some dogs use more finesse than others. Heavier objects such as tables and chairs 
should work well. 

BUILD ON IT! It's time for a limbo contest! Once he's mastered under. see how low 
your dog can go! 

TIP! Always do more uDders than overs in a training session, as this will be the less 
instinctive one. 



STEPS: 

1 Set a bar at the height of your dog's back and lure him under. 



2 Block him from jumping the bar. 

3 Lower the bar. 

4 Try it with other objects such as your outstretched leg. 

intermediate 

� --



Teeter-Totter 

TEACH IT: 

VERBAL CUE 
Teeter 

The teeter-totter is an obstacle in the sport of dog agility that is weighted unevenly so that 
one end defaults to the down position. Your dog runs the length of the plank, balancing 
while it pivots midway. 

1 With your dog watching, place several treats along the length of the plank. 

2 Position a friend near the high end of the plank to keep it from making sudden 
movements. With fingers circling your dog's flat collar, start him at the low end and let 
him walk to the first treat. 

3 As he continues to move forward, there will be a point at which his weight will pivot the 
plank. This is a good spot to place a treat, as it will slow him down. Your friend should 
gUide the plank sJmvly and steadily as it pivots. Reassure him as you keep a firm grasp 
on his collar with his head forward. You don't want your dog to jump off the obstacle, so 
lift him off if he panics. Use lots of praise and encouragement with this new and unstable 
obstacle, and never use force as it will heighten an already present fear. 

4 Once your dog gains confidence on the teeter-totter, your friend should allow the plank to 
move more freely, catching it only right before it hits the ground, so as to avoid a loud 
bang. 



5 Let your dog try it on his own as you walk alongside him without touching him. Reward 
him while he is standing on the very end. 

6 In the sport of dog agility, and for obvious safety reasons, dogs should not run so fast that 
they fly off the end of the plank before it touches the ground. Teach your dog to stop at 
the end by using a "wait" command or a target touch (page 145). 

WHAT TO EXPECT: Most dogs are a little timid their first time on the teeter-totter, but 
they conquer their fear qUickly with praise and treats! Don't force the issue-tomorrow is 
another day and your dog may feel differently about the obstacle then. 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

MY DOG IS FEARFUL OF THIS OBSTACLE 
Make it easier for your dog to be successful. Lay the plank on the ground and have 
him walk it there. Add a pencil or broomstick under the middle for a slight tipping 
motion. 

BUILD ON IT! Try other dog agility obstacles such as a tunnel (page 143) and weave 
pole, (page \50). 

TIP! Use a squirt of canned cheese product for a treat that won't roll off the teeter­
totter! 

"When my ears flip back, my owner says I have my party hat on." 

STEPS: 



1 Place treats along the plank. 

2 Guide your dog by his flat collar to the first treat. 

3 Keep control of your dog and the plank at the pivot point. 

4 Catch the plank before it bangs down. 

5 Walk alongside your dog as he goes it alone. Give a treat while he is standing at the end. 



6 Teach your dog to touch a target at the bottom of the teeter-totter. 

expert 

Weave Poles 

TEACH IT: 

VERBAL CUE 
Weave 

Weave poles, an obstacle in the sport of dog agility, have your dog weaving in and out of a 
series of poles. The first pole is always passed along your dog's left shoulder, and the 
second along his right. 

1 Start with only two poles (pointed plastic PVC poles can be stuck in the grass) . With your 
dog on your left, give the verbal cue, lead him between the poles. and reward him. 



2 Stand parallel to the poles with your dog on your left and the poles to the left of him. 
Guide your dog to walk between the first two poles. Take a step forward, and reward him 
past the second pole. 

3 Have your dog weave through a series of poles; lure him through \vith a treat, lead him 
through by his collar or short leash, or gUide him through with your hand. 

4 Begin with your dog a few feet behind and to the left of the first pole. Walk forward and 
gUide him in and out of the poles by using your hand to �press" him away from you and 
"pull" him back. 

WHAT TO EXPECT: Herding breeds tend to pick this skill up qUickest and can be 
weaving on their own in several months. Other dogs often take six months to a year. 
STEPS: 

1 Guide your dog through two poles, angling so he passes the first with his left shoulder. 
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2 Start with your dog to the left of the poles. Reward him after the second pole. 
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3 Guide your dog through a series of poles using a treat, a leash, or your hand. 
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4 Walk alongside your dog as you use your hand to �press" and �pull" him through the 
poles. 

advanced 



Climb a Ladder 

TEACH IT: 

VERBAL CUE 
Climb 

Your dog maneuvering his front and back paws up the steps of a ladder. 

1 Cover the steps of a sturdy ladder with a nonslip surface. Using a treat, lure your dog to 
place his front paws on one of the lower rungs. Do not touch or confine your dog, as he 
will want to feel he has an escape route. Raise the treat to encourage him to place his 
front paws higher. 

2 Still luring your dog's head upward, use your other hand to coax his back paw onto the 
first step. 

3 Your dog is now in a precarious position, so guard his body to help stabilize him. 
Continue to raise the treat higher and allow him to position his front paws himself. 
Practice only 5 minutes per session, and allow your dog to break between attempts. 

4 Once your dog is comfortable climbing the steps, place your treat at the top of the ladder 
to motivate a speedy ascent! 

WHAT TO EXPECT: Climbing a ladder requires not only coordination and strength but 
also confidence. Take it slowly as a misstep or frightening experience can set your dog 
back. 



TROUBLESHOOTING 

HOW DOES MY DOG GET BACK DOWN? 
Regardless of your dog's athletic ability, you should lift him to the floor rather 
than letting him jump down. The potential for injury due to his twisting motion or 
entanglement in the ladder rungs is too great a risk. 

WHAT TYPE OF LADDER SHOULD I USE? 

A standard 6' (1.8 m) painter's  ladder fits most dogs. 

BUILD ON IT! Teach fetch (page 24) to have your dog retrieve at item from the top of 
the ladder. 

TIP! Don't take your eyes off your dog. Take it one step at a time, literally. 

STEPS: 

1 Lure your dog to place his front paws on a rung. 



2 Lift his back paw while continuing to lure him upward. 

3 Guard his body while raising the treat. 



4 Place the treat at the top of the ladder as a reWard. eXpert 

R.oll a Barrel 



TEACH IT: 

VERBAL CUE 
Roll 

There are several variations of rolling on a barrel, including the dog rolling it with his 
front paws, his rear paws, or all four paws. He can roll it forward or backward. 

ROLLING WITH FRONT PAWS: 

1 With your dog at your side, steady the barrel and lure your dog upward with a treat. 
Reward him for placing his front paws on the barrel. 

2 Do the same while standing on the opposite side of the barrel. 

3 Now start rolling the barrel. A grass surface is preferable since it prohibits fast motion and 
provides a soft landing. Place your foot on the barrel with your leg outstretched. Once 
your dog's front paws are up on the barrel, lure his head forward with a treat. Roll the 
barrel toward you by pulling with your foot. Praise and reward your dog for shifting his 
paw backward. 

4 As your dog improves, use your foot to roll the barrel sporadically. Roll it a bit, and lure 
him forward until he rolls it a bit himself. At this pOint, your dog will have to 
comprehend a difficult concept-walking his front paws backward while his back paws 
walk forward! 

5 If your dog stops rolling the barrel, gently tap his paws with your foot to encourage him 
to move them back. Praise and reward. 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

WHERE DO I GET A BARREL? 
Fifty-five gallon plastic drums are sold at horse feed stores. Cover it with a nonslip 
surface such as a rubber mat. Secure the mat in place with glue and duct tape along 
the seam, edges. and circumference. 

TIP! Increase your dog's motivation by varying the consistency, amount, and types of 
treats. Sometimes, offer a goldfish cracker, sometimes nothing, and sometimes a 
jackpot of treats! 

STEPS: 



1 Lure his front paws up. 

2 Now try the opposite side. 

3 Roll the barrel toward you, 



luring his head forward, 

and reward. 



ROLLING ON TOP: 

1 With your dog on the opposite side of the barrel, hold it stationary with your foot and lure 
him on top. Be ready to steady him when he jumps. Allow him to nibble a treat from 
your hand, keeping your hand stable, as he will press against it for balance. Try to get 
him to stay on top of the barrel for as long as you can. 

2 Roll the barrel 6" (15 em) away you using your foot. Be prepared with your hand or body 
to block your dog from jumping off. When he takes a step forward, praise and reward. 

3 Roll the barrel sporadically until your dog is doing it on his own! 

WHAT TO EXPECT: This is not a trick your dog can learn in a weekend. It may take 
twenty sessions for him to roll the barrel with his front paws, and could take months for him 
to find his balance with all four paws on top. Certain breeds are better built for this trick­
long-legged and top-heavy dogs will have the hardest time. 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

MY DOG JUMPS ON OR OVER THE BARREL 
Use your body to block the other side of the barrel. 



TIP! This exercise teaches body awareness, which is valuable for any dog. 

STEPS: 

1 Hold the barrel with your foot and lure your dog up. 



Let him nibble a treat while on top. 

2 Roll the barrel away from you. Be prepared to block your dog from jumping off. 

3 With practice your dog will be doing it on his own! 



Chapter 10 That Dog Can Dance! 

Active people have active dogs. And if you notice your pooch has a paunch, it might 
be time time for some exercise . . .  for the both of you! 

The sport of canine freestyle has popularized the tricks in this chapter by chaining them 
together into dance sequences. Choreographed to music, you and your dog execute 
synchronized spins, leg kicks, and dance steps. This is a wonderful way to work as a 
team with your dog and develop the bond that comes from mutual reliance. 

Eye contact is key to a synchronized performance. Hold bits of cheese in your mouth 
and spit them to your dog as a reward to encourage his attention. 

Don't underestimate the importance of your performance! Little flourishes will 
transform a dull series of behaviors into a lively show! 



.:.:- ..:. intermediate 

Heel Forward and Backward 



TEACH IT: 

VERBAL CUE 
Heel 

A dog at heel walks at the handler's left side. In the sport of dog obedience, the dog 
automatically sits when the handler stops. In the sport of freestyle (dog dancing) the heel is 
less rigid, focusing more on eye contact and gait. 

HEEL: 

1 With your dog on a loose leash at your left side, say �heel" and walk forward, stepping 
first with your left foot. This step will later become your dog's signal to heel. Always 
give the verbal command first, before starting your motion. 

2 Reward your dog periodically for a good effort, remembering to reward at the time when 
your dog is in the correct position-with his shoulder aligned to your left leg. 

3 When preparing to stop, slow your gait, plant your left foot. and bring your right foot up 
to meet it. Pull up on the leash and say �sit" (page 15). 

HEEL BACKWARD: 

4 With your dog on a short leash at your left, tap his chest with your right foot while cueing 
�back." Reward him for taking a step back. As you reward him, don't cause him to step 
forward by offering the treat too far in front of him. Practice heeling backward alongside 
a wall to keep your dog straight. 

WHAT TO EXPECT: In obedience classes, most dogs will be heeling nicely on leash by 
the end of eight weeks. Heeling is an art form, however, that can always be refined! 

Heel Back 

PREREQUISITES 
Sit (page 15) 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

MY DOG LAGS BEHIND 
Pat your leg and use peppy encouragement, or break into a jog. 

MY DOG PULLS FORWARD 



Give a qUickjerk on the leash followed by release of tension. This should 
immediately bring your dog back into position, at which time you praise him with 
� good heel." 

BUILD ON IT! Continue to practice heeling until your dog can do it off-leash! 

TIP! The more your dog knows, the easier he will ieam. 

HEEL: 

1 Command "heel" and step with your left foot. 

3 Command "sit" when you stop. 

HEEL BACKWARD: 



1 Use your right foot to tap your dog backward. 

easy 

Back Up 

VERBAL CUE 
Scool 

HAND lieNAL 

, 



TEACH IT: 

Your dog backs up in a straight line away from you. 

1 Stand in a hallway facing your dog while holding a treat in your closed fist directly in 
front of his nose. Press gently on his nose while walking toward him giving the verbal 
cue �scoot." As your dog takes a few steps backward, praise and release the treat. If he 
squirms use your foot opposite the wall to gUide that side, or place an ex-pen to creale a 
narrow chute. 

2 Once your dog is getiing the hang of this, start to decrease dependence on the nose push 
by instead walking in toward your dog while raising your knees to gently bump his chest. 
Use your hand to signal him backward. 

3 Over time, take smaller steps forward, while continuing to raise your knees to pressure 
your dog backward. Walk over to him to give a reward. or toss one to him, rather than 
calling him back to you. 

WHAT TO EXPECT: In a week, your dog could be walking backward following your 
treat. In another few weeks, you may be able to stand stationary while he backs up. 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

MY DOG BOWS 
You may be holding the treat too low. Keep it no lower than nose height. 

MY DOG SITS 
Holding the treat too high will lift your dog's nose and cause him to sit. Bump him 
with your knee to cause him to hop backward. 

TIP! Hand signals are more powerful than words. Be aware of your signals. 



1 Press a treat against your dog's nose. 

2 Raise your knees as you walk toward your dog. 

3 Take smaller steps forward while continuing to raise your knees . 

. :- easy 



Spin Circles 

TEACH IT: 

VERBAL CUE 
Spin (oounlei. 

clockwise) 
Around (clockwise) 

Your dog spins either a left or a right full circle. 

SPIN: 

1 Begin with your dog facing you, hiding a treat in your right hand. Move your hand to 
your right, in a large counter-clockwise circle, slowly luring your dog while telling him 
�spin." Release the treat at the end of the circle. 

2 As your dog improves, diminish your hand signal until it is merely a flick of your wrist. 



3 Add some pizzazz-a spin is doubly exciting when you mirror your dog's movement. As 
your dog spins, cross your right foot in front of your left and pivot on your toes until 
you've spun completely around. (And you thought your dog was going to do all the 
work!) 

4 Reach around by using your left hand to trace a clockwise circle. 

WHAT TO EXPECT: Practice ten times per day, and your dog should be following your 
hand easily within a week. In a month, he can be spinning on command! 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

MY DOG GOES ONLY HALFWAY 
Reaching your hand too far forward too early will cause the circle to stall. Start 
close to your stomach and move your hand to the side before extending it forward. 

MY DOG CIRCLES ONE DIRECTION, BUT NOT THE OTHER 
Analyze your own movements to ensure you are moving symmetrically. 

MY DOG FINISHES A CIRCLE, THEN IMMEDIA TEL Y CIRCLES THE 
OTHER DIRECTION 

When you finish the hand signal for the first spin, make sure your hand returns to 
your side. By leaving it crossing your body, you are inadvertently signaling your 
dog to do the next spin. 

BUILD ON IT! Teach military turns-while heeling (page 160), cue your dog 
�around" as you turn left 180 degrees. Continue heeling in the opposite direction. 

"I love goIng to the pet store. 1 find things under the shelves!" 

STEPS: 

SPIN: 



1 Hide a treat in your right hand. 

Move your hand directly to your right, and trace a large circle. 



Release the treat when the circle is complete. 

3 Spin with your dog for added pizzazz! 

easy 



Take a Bow 

TEACH IT: 

VERBAL CUE 
Bow or Curtsy 

HAND SleNAL 

Your dog bows by keeping his back legs upright. while bowing down his front until his 
elbows touch the floor. 

1 Have your dog stand facing you. Hold a treat in your fist at nose height. 

2 Gently press your hand into your dog's nose and downward, while giving the verbal cue. 

3 As soon as your dog's elbows touch the floor, release the treat and back your hand away. 

WHAT TO EXPECT: Practice this trick six to ten iterations per day. Remember to quit 
while it's still fun.) After one to two weeks your dog should be bowing easily when you 
press a treat to his nose. Gradually lighten your touch on his nose, and soon your dog will 
be bowing on his own. Thank you! Thank you very much! 

TROUBLESHOOTING 



MY DOG SITS INSTEAD OF BOWING 
You are holding the treat to high. Start at nose height and press toward your dog's 
hind paws. 

MY DOG LIES DOWN 
Release the treat sooner. You may have to reward before his elbows touch the 
ground. If this does not solve the problem, position your foot on the floor under his 
belly. 

BUILD ON IT! Once you've mastered take a bow, use a similar action to learn say 
your prayers (page 42)! 

TIP! Give your dog an ear massage, inside and out. Arf! 

"I do a curtsy. because I'm a girl dog." 

STEPS: 



1 Hold a treat at nose height. 

2 Press toward your dog and downward. 



3 Release the treat as soon as your dog's elbows touch the floor. 

.;.:. easy 

Place (circle to my left side) 



VE�8A� CUE 

TEACH IT: 

Your dog circles behind you to end sitting at your left side. This can be the start to a heeling 
drill or the end to an obedience test. 

1 Stand facing your dog with his leash in your right hand. 

2 Say "place" and take a step back with your right foot, pulling your dog toward your right 
side and behind you. Keep your left foot planted throughout this exercise. 

3 Transfer the leash to your left hand while returning your right foot next to your left and 
pulling your dog into position at your left side. 

4 Pull up on the leash and tell your dog to sit (page 15). Praise and reward your dog in this 
position. 

WHAT TO EXPECT: This trick is quite impressive as your dog shows off his obedience 
training. In its final stage. keep both feet planted while your off-leash dog responds to your 
cue to circle behind you and sit at your left side. 

PREREQUISITES 
Sit (page 15) 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

MY DOG IS SO SLOW! 
As your dog is passing behind you, take an extra step or two forward and tell him 
to �get it up!" 

I FEEL LIKE I'M JUST PULLING MY DOG AROUND ME 
You are conditioning your dog to the movement. At first. you are pulling him 
around, but over time his muscle memory will take over. 

TIP! It takes approximately 100 repetitions for a dog to learn a new trick. Have 
patience! 



STEPS: 

u 
2 With the leash in your right hand. step back with your right foot. 

3 Transfer the leash to your left hand. 



Return your right foot next to your left as you pull your dog into position at your side. 

4 Pull up on the leash as you command your dog to sit. 

easy 



Side (swing to my left side) 

YIReAL CUE 
Side 

HAND SIGNAL 



TEACH IT: 

Starting facing you, your dog makes a tight circle, almost pivoting on his front paws, to 
come to a sit at your left side. 

1 Face your dog holding his leash in your left hand. 

2 Tell him "side" and step back with your left foot, pulling your dog to your left and 
slightly away from your body. Your right foot remains planted throughout this exercise. 

3 Circle your dog clockwise, bringing his head in the space where your left leg used to be. 

4 Bring your left leg back into position and have your dog sit (page 15) at your side. 
Reward your dog while he his sitting. 

WHAT TO EXPECT: With practice, your off-leash dog will jump into position while you 
stand in place. Energetic dogs may learn on their own to hop into position rather than circle. 

PREREQUISITES 
Sit (page 15) 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

MY DOG SITS TOO FAR IN FRONT OR BEHIND ME 
You'l1 be surprised at how your body position can affect your dog's sit. Slight 
adjustments to your left shoulder position will bring your dog forward or back. 

MY DOG SITS CROOKED 
Tap his left haunch as he is sitting to bring it in tight. 

TIP! Consistency is key to success. Practice motions solo before involving your dog. 

STEPS: 



2 Step back with your left foot as you pull your dog back and away. 

3 Circle your dog clockwise. 



4 Bring your left leg forward to meet your right. 



Have your dog sit. 

intermediate 



Leg Weave 

VERBAL CUE 

We�\I'f;l 
HAND SIGNAL 



TEACH IT: 

Your dog crosses back and forth between your legs as you walk. This trick is not for the 
uncoordinated! 

1 Start with your dog sitting or standing at your left side. Hold several small treats in each 
hand. 

2 Take a big step with your right foot and drop your right hand straight down between your 
legs while giving the verbal cue. As your dog crosses between your legs, reward him 
with a treat from your right hand. 

3 Take a step with your left foot and drop your left hand straight down while giving the 
verbal cue. Again, treat your dog when he noses your left hand. 

4 Repeat the steps. 

WHAT TO EXPECT: Practice this trick in five-minute sessions, once or twice per day. 
After two weeks, your dog should be following your hand smoothly, and you can require 
several successful weaves before treating. Keep practicing until your dog speeds through 
your legs with no hand gUidance at all! 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

MY DOG RESISTS WALKING BETWEEN MY LEGS 
Start with the peekaboo trick (page 52) to reinforce this position. 

I'M HAVING TROUBLE WITH MY COORDINATION 
Instead of treats, use a tab leash to gUide your dog. Step with your right foot and 
pull the leash between your legs with your right hand. 

MY DOG IS TOO EXCITED AND NOT FOLLOWING MY HAND 
SMOOTHLY 

This is not uncommon in the beginning. Focus on one weave at a time, and reward 
each. 

MY DOG IS TOO TALL 
Unless you're looking to take a tumble, this probably isn't a trick for a Great 
Dane! 

BUILD ON IT! Once you've mastered leg weave, use a similar action to learn figure 
8's (page 172)! 

TIP! Always start leg weave by stepping with your right foot. Stepping with your left 
foot is a signal to heel. 



"On weekends I have just �o much to do!" 

STEPS: 

1 Start with your dog at your left. 



2 Step with your right foot, drop your right hand. 

Lure your dog through. 

3 Step with your left foot, drop your left hand. 



Lure your dog through. 

Bring his head forward. 



4 Repeat. 

advanced 

Figure 8's 

VERBAL CUE 

TEACH IT: 

As you stand with your legs apart, your dog runs figure 8's through them. 

1 Warm up with a leg weave (page 170). 



2 Next, try the leg weave while taking steps that are wider apart but shorter going forward. 
Continue to use the "weave" cue. 

3 Transition to taking steps in place. with your legs wide apart, without making forward 
progress. Continue to lift each foot to cue the dog, and say "weave." Use an imaginary 
leash to "pull," or gUide, your dog through your legs from front to back. 

4 Finally, keep your feet planted but lunge to each side as your dog crosses between your 
legs. As he crosses between your legs in preparation for circling your right leg, your right 
leg should be bent, and he should see your right hand gUiding him through your legs and 
toward your right leg. Now is the time to change your verbal cue to "cross." Have him do 
several figure 8's in a row before treating. Give him the treat as he is doing the action, 
rather than after he has stopped. 

WHAT TO EXPECT: With a reliable leg weave, your dog can pick up the figure 8 in a 
few days. As you continue to train, you will be able to do it without lunging and with your 
hands on your hips. 

PREREQUISITES 
Leg Weave (page 170) 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

WHICH WAY IS MY DOG GOING THROUGH MY LEGS? 
Because this is adapted from the leg weave, your dog always starts at your left side 
and crosses through your legs, front to back, and then circles your right leg first. 
Your dog will always be passing through your legs front to back. 

BUILD ON IT! For an impressive dance sequence. have your dog do several figure 
8's, and after he passes through your legs in anticipation of circling your right leg, close 
your legs and use your right hand to cue him to spin (page 162). 

TIP! Figure 8's are a good part of your stretching and warm-up routine to help prevent 
injury before exercise Cross 



"We have a kitty named 1010. You have to watch out for her because she swats when you go around 
corners." 

STEPS: 

1 Practice a leg weave. 



2 Make your steps shorter and wider apart. 

3 Using a wide stance, alternate lifting each foot in place. 

4 With feet planted, gUide your dog through your legs, front to back. 



Stand in place with hands on hips while your dog runs figure 8's around you! 

intermediate 

Moonwalk 

r 



TEACH IT: 

VERBAL CUE 
Dowrl, Scoot 

HAND SIGNAL 

When moonwalking, your dog scoots backward while in a bow position. 

1 Face your dog with him in a down position (page 16). In much the same way you taught 
him to back up (page 161),  push your knee toward him while giving the �scoot" cue. He 
will likely try to stand up, so guard his shoulder blades with your hand to keep him 
down. Reward even a small scoot backward. 

2 Start to stand up straighter, and minimize your knee action. Continue to guard your dog's 
shoulders, pushing him down every time he rises. 

3 Stand in place while giving the hand signal and verbal cue. If your dog rises to his feet, 
tell him "down" and then "scoot." You may have to alternate these cues repeatedly. 

WHAT TO EXPECT: This adorable dance move can be learned in a few weeks by a dog 
with a solid back up. Dogs will often try to cheat by rising up, so be vigilant about form! 

PREREQUISITES 
Down (page 16) Back up (page 161) 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

MY DOG DOESN'T MOVE BACKWARD 
When first teaching moonwalk, don't use the word "down," but rather just prevent 
your dog from rising up by guarding his shoulders. Telling him "down" may 
confuse him into thinking he is not supposed to move. 

TIP! When your dog needs medicine, a spoonful of peanut butter will help the pill go 
down. 



1 Guard his shoulder blades while pressing your knee toward him . 

.. 

2 Minimize your knee action, while continuing to guard his shoulders. 

3 Stand in place while giving the cue . 

. :- easy 



Jump for Joy 

VERBAL (UE 



TEACH IT: 

When jumping for joy, your dog jumps straight up, landing in the same spot. You are 
going to need all your enthusiasm for this one, because no one jumps for joy alone! 

1 While your dog is in a playful mood, hold a toy or food high in the air and tease him with 
it. Encourage him by jumping along with him! Reward even small jumps at first. 

2 Once your dog has the hang of jumping along with you, tone down your jumping motion 
by merely crouching down and standing up while using the verbal cue and hand signal. 

3 Eventually, your dog will be able to jump for joy on cue, but your enthusiasm will be key. 

WHAT TO EXPECT: Some dogs are naturally bouncier than others-terriers, Australian 
shepherds, and whippets, to name a few. Other dogs may need much more encouragement 
to put forth the effort. 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

MY DOG IS LAZY AND WON'T JUMP 
Your job as a trainer is to instruct and MOTIVATE! Get those springs in your legs 
and bounce right along with your buddy. Use your most excited "happy voice" to 
get him amped. 

BUILD ON IT! This skill is the first step in learning to jump rope (page 1 18)! 

TIP! Practice on grass or other surface that provides traction. The ideal jump should be 
straight and smooth. 

1 Encourage your dog to jump for a toy. 



2 Tone down your jumping motion. 

3 Your dog will jump on cue. 

o"!. •••• �'. .. .. .. advanced 



Chorus Line Kicks 

TEACH IT: 

VERBAL CUt 
snelr.e, pew 

HAND 5IG"AL 

When performing chorus line kicks, your dog stands between your legs and high kicks his 
front paws in sync with your kicks. 

1 Starting in a peekaboo position (page 52), reach your left hand down and a little forward 
and tell your dog to "shake" (page 22). Do not hold a treat in your hand while you do 
this, as it will gUide his nose rather than his paw. Reward him instead with a treat from 
your treat bag at your waist. Repeat with "paw" while signalling with your right hand. 

2 Add your corresponding leg kicks to enhance the effect. Your hand signals will eventually 
become subtle flicks of two fingers by your hip, which will be your dog's cue (rather 
than your kicks) . 



3 Try variations of this trick with your dog facing you or at your side. 

WHAT TO EXPECT: This jazzy trick can be learned by any dog, and is always a crowd 
favorite! Dogs can be lifting their paws on cue within a few weeks, but the coordination of 
your routine can take longer. Your showy kicks will distract your audience from your subtle 
hand signals. 

PREREQUISITES 
Peekaboo (page 52) 
Shake hands (page 22) 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

MY DOG WALKS FORWARD. COMING OUT OF HIS PEEKABOO 
Your dog wants to see your face. Lean over so he can see you. Use your hand to 
block his chest if he moves forward, and remind him to "peekaboo. "  

MY DOG JUST STANDS THERE. NOT MOVING HIS PAWS 
Sometimes, it takes a few iterations to get your dog in the swing. Try a few times, 
"shake, paw, shake, paw" while leaning to the side each time, which will slightly 
push your dog's weight to one side, encouraging him lift his opposite paw. 

TIP! Play a favorite song on the stereo and dance with your dog! 

"Sometimes, I wear sparkly cuffs when I dance. Sometimes, I don'l wanl lo and I pull ihem off." 

STEPS: 



1 Start in a peekaboo position. 

Reach your left hand down and forward as you say to "shake." 



Use your right hand for "paw. � 

3 Try a variation with your dog facing you . . .  



Or at Your side. 



Chapter 1 1  The Thi nking Man 's Dog 

Intelligence in animals has always been a topic of debate. but any dog owner will tell 
you that they've been amazed by their dog's cleverness. As with humans, a dog's 
brainpower increases with use. The more you challenge your dog to use his 
comprehension, logic, and reasoning skills, the qUicker he will grasp new concepts. 

The tricks in this chapter have two things in common: they require a high level of 
thinking on your dog's part, and they are dependent on effective communication from 
you to your dog. Your dog is being asked not simply for a behavior, but a behavior 



based upon a communicated criteria. He needs to not just retrieve an object, but retrieve 
a specific one based upon a scent, hand signal, or verbal cue. 

These difficult concepts can be mentally tiring for your dog. Use ten times more praise 
than negative feedback, as it is easy for your dog to become frustrated and discouraged. 
Even after he has learned the concept, he will occasionally make mistakes. Give him 
the benefit of the doubt as he is probably not picking out the wrong scent article or 
retrieving bumper on purpose. Learning is a lifelong process and these exercises will 
keep your dog mentally sharp throughout his years! 

advanced 

My Dog Can Count 



TEACH IT: 

VERBAL CUE 
Bark, $top 
HAND SIGNAL 

In this classic vaudeville schUck, your dog barks the correct number of times to solve a 
math problem. The believability of your dog's genius is dependent upon the subtlety of 
your signals. Your dog will start barking on cue and continue to bark until he receives 
another cue. You, I 'm afraid, need to work out the math! 

1 First, your dog needs to learn to bark multiple times. Signal your dog to bark (page 30) 
and continue to signal until you've elicited two barks. Maintain eye contact with your 
dog as he barks, and reward him after the second bark. 

2 Your dog now needs to learn the signal to stop barking. This signal will eventually be the 
subtle aversion of your eyes. After your dog's second bark, lower your signaling hand, 
bow your head, avert your eyes, and say "stop." Reward your dog qUickly ifhe stopped 
barking. 

3 Increase the number of barks required and decrease dependence on your hand signal. You 
should be able to give the bark signal once, and have your dog continue to bark until you 
bow your head and break eye contact. 

4 The rest is up to you! You can ask your dog a division problem, or have him bark once to 
answer "yes" and twice for "no." He can tell you his age (or your age if your audience 
has that much patience!) 

WHAT TO EXPECT: Dogs are surprisingly astute at reading our body language. Be 
aware of your movements and consistent in your signals. If you are performing this trick for 
an audience, be aware ihat dogs in unfamiliar situations may be hesitant to bark. 

PREREQUISITES 
Speak (page 30) 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

DO HALF BARKS COUNT? 



Your dog's barks need to be clear and countable, Use a crisp tone of voice when 
you tell him to "bark" and only reward a good result, 

I GET ONE TOO MANY BARKS 
For enthusiastic barkers, you may need to avert your eyes a second before that last 
bark to stop your dog in time. 

BUILD ON IT! For a variation on this trick, ask your dog to count by tapping his paw 
instead of barking. 

TIP! Communication is a two-way street. Make an effort to understand your dog's 
body language. 

STEPS: 

1 Signal your dog to bark, and reward after his second one. 



2 Lower your hand. head. and eyes and say "stop." 

Reward your dog if he stopped barking. 



4 Ask your dog a math problem, and have him bark the answerl 

intermediate 

Discern Objects' Names 

TEACH IT: 



VERBAL CUE 
Find 

[object name] 

Your dog can learn to identify dozens of objects by name. Lay them all out on the floor and 
ask your dog to indicate a specific one. 

1 Start with a fun object whose name is already familiar to your dog, such as a bumper or 
tennis ball. Lay it in a clear area alongside two other nonenticing objects such as a 
hammer and hairbrush. 

2 Point toward the objects and tell your dog to �find [bumper] ."  Praise him the moment he 
grabs the correct object. Use your fetch command (page 24) to encourage him to bring it 
to you. Reward him with a treat rather than by playing with the toy. as the latter would 
encourage him to only select toys from the pile of objects. 

3 Add a second toy whose name is known to your dog. Alternate which one you tell him to 
find. If he chooses incorrectly, don't scold him, but rather don't acknowledge it one way 
or the other. Keep telling him to �find [object] . "  

WHAT TO EXPECT: This fun game really keeps your dog thinking. Practice with 
different toys and in different locations. Dogs learn the same way we do-by repetition-so 
keep practicing! 

PREREQUISITES 
Helpful: Fetch (page 24) 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

MY DOG IS SO EXCITED, HE GRABS THE FIRST OBJECT HE SEES 
Hold your dog for ten seconds as you let the words sink in. Repeat your object 
name several times and let him focus on the object from afar. 

BUILD ON IT! Rico, a border collie from Germany, demonstrated his knowledge of 
200 object names! 

TIP! Use objects names frequently with your dog. He can learn hundreds of words! 



"Bumper, tennis ball, Kong, hike, dunk, treat ball, stick, toot, pink ringy, frisbee, dumbbell, bone-bone, 
squeak . . .  I have LOTS of toys!" 

STEPS: 

2 Instruct your dog to find an object by name. Set one familiar object amongst two 
unappealing objects. 

Reward your dog with a treat for bringing the correct object. 



3 Add a second familiar object to the set. Alternate asking your dog to find each of the two 
familiar objects. 

;.s.It.::s. ..... advanced 



Directed Retrieve 

TEACH IT: 

VIRBAL CUE 

M.ark 
Gel If.! 

HAND SIGNAL 

Your directional hand signal indicates to your dog the course of travel to find an object for 
retrieval. This exercise, using three white gloves, is part of the Utility Level Obedience test. 
A wagon wheel configuration of bumpers is used to test the abilities of a retrieving dog. 

1 Set three plates about 15'  (4.6 m) around you in a semicircle with a small treat placed on 
only one of the plates. With your dog sitting at your left and your toes pointed toward the 
plate with the treat, indicate to your dog the desired direction of travel-bend your knees 
slightly, open your hand. and run it from behind you straight toward the plate and 
alongside your dog's head while telling him "mark. "  Don't make eye contact with your 
dog, as you want him to look ahead to the plate rather than at you. Watch his head, and at 
the moment he is looking in the correct direction, send him with "get it!" This is a self­
correcting training method, as your dog will only get the treat if he goes to the correct 
plate. If he veers in a wrong direction, do not let him finish the exercise, but call him 



back to your side. If your dog makes the same mistake twice in a row, move a few steps 
closer toward the correct plate. 

2 Now that your dog is reading your mark, replace the plates with three identical objects, 
such as white gloves or retrieving bumpers. This time your dog will be asked to fetch 
(page 24) the object. Remember to point your toes in the correct direction and send your 
dog only when his gaze is correctly directed. 

3 Try a four-bumper wagon-wheel configuration-after a successful retrieve, toss the 
bumper back to its spot and select a new direction for the next retrieve. Try this 
configuration with eight or sixteen bumpers, or try a staggered configuration with 
bumpers at varying distances. Most difficult of all is a blind retrieve, where the bumpers 
are hidden in tall grass or behind a bush. 

WHAT TO EXPECT: Sporting dogs generally have an easier time holding their mark 
(direction), while herding and toy breeds can have a harder time. The skill behind this 
exercise is your dog's ability to set out in a straight course in a designated direction. Once 
learned, this skill can have a variety of uses. 

PREREQUISITES 
Fetch (page 24) 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

MY DOG RETRIEVES THE OBJECT TO THE LEFT OF THE ONE 
INDICATED 

Some dogs shy their head away from your hand, causing them to look left. Slip 
your hand through your dog's collar as you indicate the mark. 

BUILD ON IT! Ready for the pros? Send your dog on a long-distance blind retrieve. If 
he veers off course, blow your whistle (to indicate him to look toward you and sit) and 
raise your right or left arm to indicate a new course of travel. 

TIP! Spend at least twenty minutes every day training your dog. 



"My very very very favorite toy Is Bumper. Bumper goes everywhere with me. I love Bumper. Bumper. 
Bumper. Bumper!" 

STEPS: 

-

1 Indicate a �mark" to your dog with your open hand. 

-

Your dog will be rewarded by finding a treat on the plate. 



2 Substitute retrieving objects for the plates. 

Have your dog fetch the object. 

advanced 



Directed Jumping 

TEACH IT: 

VERBAL CUE 
OVer 

HAND SIGNAL 

Directedjumping is one of the tests in sport of Utility Level Obedience. Set in front of two 
bar jumps, your dogjumps the one indicated by your hand signal. 

1 Set your dog in a stay (page 18) directly in front of one of two side-by-side bar jumps. 
Position yourself on the other side of the jump and call your dog over (page 147). Repeat 
this exercise with the other jump. 

2 With your dog still positioned directly in front of one of the jumps, make it more difficult 
by standing centered between the two jumps. Signal your dog by raising the arm closest 
to the desired jump. In the beginning. you may wish to wave your arm or hold a treat bag 
or toy in your hand to focus your dog's attention in the correct direction. 

3 Work incrementally until both you and your dog are centered between the jumps, facing 
each other. Use a verbal command and hand signal to indicate the desiredjump. 



WHAT TO EXPECT: Although this trick doesn't appear difficult to teach, there are often 
a variety of problems that crop up. This is a great exercise for building attention in your 
dog. 

PREREQUISITES 
Stay (page (8) 
Jump over a bar (page 108) 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

MY DOG GOES AROUND THE JUMP 
If your dog attempts to go around the jump, stop him before he gets all the way to 
you, and take him back to his starting position. Position yourself a little closer to 
the desired jump until he is successful. 

BUILD ON IT! Starting with your dog at your side, send him to a target (page 145) 
past the jumps, and direct him to jump on his way back to you. 

TIP! A slim, trim dog is a healthier dog-say no to table scraps and yes to exercise . 

. - . - - " 

1 Set your dog directly in front of one of the jumps. 



• • 

.. .. . • - • j 

, , 

2 Stand centered between the jumps. 

3 Finally. start with both you and your dog centered. 

intermediate 

-



Pick a Card from a Deck 

TEACH IT: 

VERBAL CUE 
Take it 

Your dog will learn to pull a single playing card from a fanned-out deck. Make your pooch 
a sensational part of your magic act! 

1 Extend a single playing card toward your dog and tell him to "take it" (page 25). Hold it 
steady in your hand, without pushing it toward his mouth as the edges can be sharp. 

2 Now hold three cards in a wide fan as you instruct your dog to take one. Reward him for 
any card he takes. 

3 When you are ready io add a fourth card, extend one card in front of the others so your 
dog can take it easier. As your dog improves, extend it less and less until it is even with 
the other cards. If your dog is pulling out more than one card at a time, coax him to be 
gentle by slowly saying "easy." If two cards are pulled Qut, say "whoops!" and try again 
without rewarding. 



4 Are you ready to try an entire deck? Fan the cards as wide as you can and extend several 
slightly beyond the others. 

WHAT TO EXPECT: Small dogs tend to learn this trick easier, but any dog can be 
picking a card within a week. Keep refining his skills until he does it like a pro. Don't be 
surprised if you come home early to find a dog poker game in your living room! 

PREREQUISITES 
Take it (page 24) 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

MY DOG TAKES THE TINIEST EDGE OF THE CARD 
Your dog should take the card firmly so as not to risk dropping it. Give some 
resistance as he pulls a card, causing him to grip harder. 

BUILD ON IT! Your dog will be a magician with the help of a "stripper deck," which 
has a slightly tapered side. If a card is removed and inserted back into the deck in the 
other direction, it will be the only card tapered in the opposite direction. 

2 Hold three cards in a wide fan. 

3 Extend on card above the others. 



4 Fan the whole deck, staggering some. 

intermediate 

Food Refusal 

TEACH IT: 



VERBAL CUE 
Yuck 

In this this trick, your dog turns his head away from food offered from your hand. Add 
humor to this trick by explaining �my dog only eats kosher hot dogs," or asking �what do 
you think of my home cooking?" 

1 Facing your dog, extend a treat toward him. 

2 When he shows interest in the treat, tell him "yuck" in a disapproving tone and pull your 
hand away or lightly bop him on the nose. 

3 Repeat this process until your dog looks away from your hand. Waich closely, and mark 
this instant by saying "good!"  Release him from this exercise with your release word 
"OK" and give him the treat. 

4 Accept small aversions of his eyes at the beginning and gradually require him to tum 
away for longer periods of time. Once he has the hang of it, use your release word to 
signify that he may now take the treat from your hand. �My mistake, it is a kosher hot 
dog!" 

WHAT TO EXPECT: Most dogs can learn this trick within a few weeks. Dogs are prone 
to cheating, so be consistent with your criteria for success. You can move your hand from 
left to his right, and require him to change his head position to continue to look away from 
the treat. 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

MY DOG NEVER LOOKS AWAY FROM THE TREAT! 
Patience . . .  he has to look away eventually! Don't let him obsess on your hand. If 
he is nosing it a lot, bop his nose. Reward the slightest glance away. Timing is 
crucial. 

TIP! Dogs have greater peripheral vision than we do. Don't be fooled-he can still see 
your treat! 



"What's an oxymoron?" 

STEPS: 

1 Extend a treat toward your dog. 

2 When he shows interest, pull your hand away. 

3 Watch closely for the moment your dog looks away. 



4 Use your release word to signify that he may now take the treat. 

expert 



Find the Object with My Scent 

TEACH IT: 

VERBAL CUE 
Find mine 

Utility Obedience competition requires your dog to search twelve identical objects and 
retrieve the one with your scent. Leather and metal dumbbells are commonly used for this 
exercise, but wooden dowels, metal jar lids, or even clean silverware can be used. 

1 It is vital to this exercise that the articles used are free of your scent. Air them out for 
several days between uses and handle them using tongs. Mark them with unique numbers 
so you can tell which is the scented one! 

2 Using pegboard or a mat with holes poked through, tie down two out of three identical 
articles. Scent the third by rubbing it in your palms for ten seconds, and also with a little 



of the treat you are using. Place the scented article with the other two, and instruct your 
dog to fetch (page 24). Be very gentle when training scent work. Avoid saying "no," but 
instead let your dog figure out on his own that only one article is retrievable and not tied 
down. Praise him the second he takes the correct article in his mouth, and reward him for 
bringing it to you. 

3 Tie additional unscented articles to the mat. If your dog has trouble finding the free one, 
encourage him to keep looking. Phase out the scent of the treat, and use only your scent 
on the object. 

4 Now try it with all the objects not tied down. If your dog picks up a wrong one, just 
ignore it as he may change his mind on his own. If he starts to bring an incorrect article 
back to you, use an encouraging tone to tell him to keep looking. Do not accept the 
wrong item. 

WHAT TO EXPECT: Scent work is one of the most difficult exercises to train, and dogs 
can be particularly sensitive to criticism in this area. If your dog feels he has been 
reprimanded for choosing an incorrect article, he may doubt his understanding of your 
wishes and use an avoidance technique to get out of doing the exercise. 

PREREQUISITES 
Fetch (page 24) 
Helpful: Easter egg hunt (page 98) 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

MY DOG IS SUDDENLY HAVING TROUBLE 
Have you changed your soap, hand lotion, or laundry detergent? How about your 
diet or medication that may affect your scent? Was someone smoking near your 
articles? New flea spray? Carpets cleaned? Visitor at the house? Changes in scent 
can temporarily confuse your dog. 

BUILD ON IT! Continue scent training with track a person's scent trail (page 194). 

"Things I don'l lIke: fire ants, waiting in line, pineapple." 

STEPS: 



1 The articles should be free from your scent and marked for identification. 

2 Tie down two out of three articles. Scent the third, and place it alongside the others. 

Your dog will not be able to retrieve the unscented articles. 

Praise your dog when he picks up the scented article. 



3 Tie additional unscented articles to the mat. 

4 Have all the articles not tied down. 

• 

Do not accept a wrong article from your dog. 



Encourage your dog, and soon he'll be sniffing out your article reliably! 

expert 

Contraband Search 

TEACH IT: 

V£"A�CU£ 
ScerTt 
Find It 

HAND SIGNAL 

Similar to a drug-detection dog, your K-9 will sniff out contraband. Three volunteers 
participate, one of whom is given a tea bag. Your dog searches for the "contraband" tea bag 
scent, and indicates the possessor. Train your dog to indicate the find with a signal such as 
sitting, lying down, or nuzzling the tea bag. 

1 Build on your dog's knowledge of finding hidden treats (page 98), by transitioning to 
finding a tea bag. Hold the tea bag to your dog's nose, and use the word "scent" to 
indicate this is the scent to seek. 



2 Hide the tea bag in an obvious spot, and place a treat on top of it. Instruct your dog to 
�find it" and let him eat the treat when he does. 

3 After several repetitions, rub the treat on the tea bag, and hide the tea bag only. Encourage 
your dog as he searches, even pointing and running alongside him. He will probably 
come close to the tea bag, but not know what to do. At this pOint, place a treat on top of 
the tea bag, and praise him when he gets it. This transition period will be a little 
confusing, as your dog learns that he is searching for the tea bag, and not the treat. 
Eventually, you will hide the tea bag only, and when your dog finds it you can toss him a 
treat. 

4 Once your dog has the hang of searching out the tea bag in hidden spots, try placing in on 
a person's knee, as they sit on the floor. 

S Now try the real thing; three people sitting in chairs, one of whom is hiding a tea bag. 
Leave enough room between them for your dog to search from the sides. Hold a 
duplicate tea bag to your dog's nose and tell him "scent." Send him on his search with 
�find it!" At first, help your dog by gUiding him to search each person, as he may think 
the tea bag is somewhere else in the house. When he indicates that he has found the tea 
bag, praise and reward! 

WHAT TO EXPECT: This is an advanced skill that requires not only intelligence and a 
good nose, but discipline and diligence. A qUick learner can master this skill in four weeks. 

PREREQUISITES 
Easter egg hunt (page 98) 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

WHAT KIND OF TEA SHOULD I USE? 
Many dogs are crazy about mint! 

CAN MY DOG FIND A TEA BAG IN SOMEONE'S POCKET? 
Yes, but it will be more difficult, as the scent will be confined to a smaller area. 
The longer the tea bag sits in their pocket however, the easier its scent will be to 
detect. 

BUILD ON IT! Now that your dog is familiar with scent work, try find the object 
with my scent (page \90). 

TIP! To perform confidently and happily, your dog must have a clear idea of 
expectations. 



STEPS: 

1 Hold a tea bag to your dog's nose as you tell him "scent." 

, 

2 Place a treat on top of the tea bag and have your dog "find it," 

3 Rub a treat on the tea bag and reward your dog when he finds it. 



4 Place the tea bag on a person's knee. 

5 Have your dog search several people for the "contraband" tea bag. 

expert 



Track a Person's Scent Trail 

TEACH IT: 

VERBAL CUE 
Scent 
Track 

Your dog has an extraordinary nose and can track the path traveled by you or another 
person. 

1 Lay your track in moist grass, where the scent will be easiest to detect. Scuff your feet at 
the beginning of your track to create a �scent pad," and continue scuffing as you walk 
about 50 yards (46 m) in a straight line. Drop odoriferous treats, such as hot dog slices, 
along your path every few yards and use small cones or flags to remind yourself of your 
path. Leave an object with your scent, such as a sock, at the end of the track. Stuff some 
treats inside the sock to capture your dog's interest. 

2 Outfit your dog in a harnesses and 12'  (3.7 m) lead and bring him to the scent pad. Tell 
him to �track" and let him find the first treat left along your trail. Unlike in obedience. 
when tracking your dog leads-showing you where to go. Walk slowly. allowing him to 



pull forward. Do not reprimand him for veering off track, but do not let him pull you off 
course. 

3 When a working tracking dog finds a scented object, he is trained to signal the handler by 
lying down. When your dog gets to the end of your track and nuzzles the sock, tell him to 
lie down (page 16) and reward him with a treat from inside. 

4 Now try a gradual gO-degree turn in your track. Note that your track holds its scent for a 
day or more, so use a variety of training locations. Take note of the wind direction. If 
your dog is traveling downwind from your track, it may be that he is airscenting. 
Graduate to a 20' (6.1 m) lead and farther spaced treats as your dog becomes more 
independent. Increase difficulty by aging the tracks before following them. 

WHAT TO EXPECT: It is often hard to distinguish between a dog off-track and a dog 
picking up scent that has blown downwind. Have trust that your dog knows his job and 
assume your role as coach rather than teacher. Dogs enjoy scent work and can be tracking a 
trail of hot dogs within a few weeks. 

PREREQUISITES 
Down (page 16) 
Helpful: Easter egg hunt (page 98 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

MY DOG STAYS CLOSE TO MY LEGS INSTEAD OF LEADING 
Keep your lips zipped and let his instinct take over. The more you talk to your dog, 
the more he will look to you for direction. 

I'M BUNDLED UP FOR COLD WEATHER-AM I LEAVING ENOUGH SCENTI 
Yes, your scent will come through your clothes. Your dog can also smell the scent 
of the smashed grass blades under your feet. 

BUILD ON IT! Expert trackers can follow aged tracks with several turns and over a 
variety of surfaces. 

TIP! A dog's sniffing behavior involves taking short, deep inhalations that pass air over 
olfactory receptors deep in the dog's snout. 



"Track a person? I thought I was tracking hot dogs!" 

STEPS: 

i 

1 Lay a 50-yard (46 m) straight track. Use cones to mark your path. 

Drop a scented sock filled with treats at the end of the track. 



2 Have your dog sniff the scent pad at the beginning of the track. 

.. 
Let your dog lead as he searches for the treats left on the track. 



3 When your dog finds the sock, have him lie down to indicate the find. 



Chapter 12 Love Me, Love My Dog 

Puppy dog eyes can melt the hardest of hearts and unravel the strongest of wills 
because we, after all, love our dogs. Obedience trainers and dog behaviorists may scorn 
as we sleep with furry foot warmers or perch our pooch on our lap and (heaven forbid!) 
kiss him on the lips. But rules are made to be broken, and we promise . . .  we won't tell! 

" QlIO me amat, amal et canem meam." Love me, love my dog. This Latin proverb 
quoted to Saint Bernard has been repeated in almost every language throughout the 
centuries. 

Go ahead and celebrate the close bond between you and your dog with the intimate 
tricks in this chapter. These expressive behaviors will endear him to all! 

.:.:- easy 



Kisses 

TEACH IT: 

VERBAL CUE 

Kisses 

HAND 51eNAl 

Your dog licks or noses the lips or cheek of you or another person. 

1 Sit at �doggy-level." Give the verbal cue and place a treat between your teeth as you lean 
forward. Allow your dog to take the treat, and praise him with "good kisses! "  

2 If you do not wish your dog to kiss you on your lips (although I can't imagine why!). put 
some peanut butter on your cheek, point to it while saying �kisses," and let him lick it 
off. 

3 With a treat held behind your back, point to your lips or cheek and tell your dog "kisses! "  
When he licks or noses you, mark the instant with "good!" and reward him with the treat. 

4 Now try it with someone else. Have a helper apply some peanut butter to their cheek. 
Point to it and cue your dog. When he licks your helper's cheek, tell him "good," and 
reward him. Step back and send your dog a farther distance to give kisses. Phase out the 
peanut butter and have your dog return to you for his treat. 

WHAT TO EXPECT: Dogs will often learn this trick within a week, although shy dogs 
may require more coaxing. 

TROUBLESHOOTING 



MY DOG BITES MY LIP 
Address this issue separately by telling your dog �easy" as you allow him to take 
treats. Bop him on the nose if he bites, and say �ouch!" 

MY DOG IS SCARED NEAR MY FACE 
Your dog is putiing himself in a submissive position by coming close to your 
mouth (which in dog culture could lead to a bite). This trick requires trust. Try 
holding the treat several inches from your mouth, and as he reaches for it, bring it 
closer to your face. 

TIP! In dog packs, a dog will lick the lips of a more dominant dog, as a way of 
showing subservience 

1 Let your dog to take a treat from your teeth. 

2 Put peanut butter on your cheek. 



3 Point to your lips for a kiss . 

. :- ..:. intermediate 

Paws on My Arm 



TEACH IT: 

VERBAL CUE 
Paws up 

HAHD SIGNAL 

./ 

If your pet peeve is a pet that jumps on guests, teach him to welcome visitors with paws on 
their arm to give him a safe and manageable way to show his enthusiasm. 

1 Sit on the floor with your dog on your left. Raise your left arm in front of him and lure his 
head upward with a treat in your right hand. Your dog will probably place one or both 
paws on your forearm, in an effort to reach the treat, but if he doesn't you can coax his 
paws onto your arm with your hands. Once your dog is in the correct position, with his 
paws resting on your arm, allow him to nibble treats from your hand. 

2 Try this exercise while standing up. Use the verbal cue and hand signal. You may wish to 
hold the treat in your mouth until you are ready to give it to your dog to keep him from 
becoming distracted by it (hot dogs or cheese work well). 

WHAT TO EXPECT: Dog's can often learn this trick within a few training sessions. Your 
guests are sure to thank you! 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

MY DOG PUTS ONLY ONE PAW ON MY ARM 
To start, you may have to use your hand to gUide his second paw up. 

MY DOG IS STILL JUMPING ON PEOPLE! 
This hand signal will become an invitation for your dog to raise himself to your 
arm. Be clear with your rules-without an invitation, your dog should be 
reprimanded forjumping on people (assuming that is your rule). 

BUILD ON IT! Once you've mastered paws on my arm, use a similar action to learn 
say your prayers (page 42)! 

TIP! Position your arm perpendicular to your body and have your dog approach from 
the outside so as to prevent him from knocking you over or overextending your 
shoulder. 



1 Lure your dog onto your arm and allow him to nibble a treat. 

2 Repeat this exercise while standing. 

intermediate 



Head Down 

TEACH IT: 

VERBAL CUE 

He3c1 down 

HAND SIGNAL 
I 

From a down position, your dog lowers his head to rest upon the floor. This is a common 
trick for movie dogs. �Aww, the doggy looks sad! "  

1 Kneel to the side of your dog as he rests in a down position. Hold a treat on the floor, out 
of reach in front of him. Cue "head down" while using your other hand to gently push his 
head to the floor using pressure pOints behind his ears. 

2 Hold him for a few seconds with his chin resting on the floor between his paws, then 
praise and slide your treat toward him. Allow him to take the treat and then give your 
release word "OK" and release his head so he can chew. If your dog is very resistant to 
your physical manipulation, reward the instant his chin touches the floor, so as not to 
cause him to struggle. 

3 Gradually lighten your touch on his head, so that you do short taps rather than constant 
pressure. Once his head is down, instruct him to "stay" a few seconds before rewarding. 
Always present your reward on the floor, so your dog isn't tempted to look up for it. 

WHAT TO EXPECT: In its final stage, you should be able to stand some distance from 
your dog and point on the ground while giving the verbal cue. Submissive dogs will have 
an easier time with this behavior than dominant dogs. Train calmly and gently, and gauge 
your dog's anxiety level so as not to push him past his comfort zone. 



TROUBLESHOOTING 

MY DOG RUNS AWAY WHEN I TRY TO TRAIN THIS TRICK 
Physically manipulating your dog is a slippery slope. He may think you are 
dominating him or punishing him by pushing his head down. Progress slowly and 
gently with this trick, and only practice two or three times per session. Praise 
lavishly! 

BUILD ON IT! Lift your pOinted finger up from the floor to teach �head up." 

TIP! Old dogs want to make you proud as well! Ask them for a behavior they can 
achieve, and praise lavishly! 

1 A combination of a food lure and your hand pressure will gUide your dog's head down. 

\ 

2 Slide the treat to your dog while keeping him in the proper position. 



3 Use your hand signal to focus your dog's attention downward. 

advanced 

Cover Your Eyes 



TEACH IT: 

VERBAL CUE 
eo"er 

HANP SIGNAL 

Your dog hides his eyes by hooking his paw over his muzzle. 

1 Stick a sticky note or piece of tape to your dog's muzzle and encourage him to �cover, get 
it!" One swipe at his face should be enough to dislodge the paper. Praise him with "good 
cover! " 

2 With your dog laying down, stick the note to the center of his head. just above his eyes. 
He will have a harder time swatting at this spot and will eventually poke his head under 
one wrist. Perfect! Be ready to reward him in the spot where his head pokes under his 
paw. 

3 Alternate between using the sticky note and just tapping his head in the spot where you 
normally stick the sticky note. Use "stay" to get your dog to hold the position for a few 
seconds. 

4 Try it from a sitting position. Place the sticky note on the bridge of your dog's nose and 
when he raises his paw to swat at it, reward him under his arm. As you wean off the 
sticky note, he may try to get away with merely waving, without touching his face. In 
this case, go back to using a sticky note. Eventually, stand up while giving the cue to 
encourage your dog's head higher. Try it with your dog in different positions: sit, down, 
or bow. 

WHAT TO EXPECT: This method of training is so natural that your dog should be 
sWiping the note right away. After about a month, or 200 repetitions, your dog should have 
the hang of an eye cover with the aid of the sticky note. It could take a lot longer, however, 
until he has it mastered without that aid. 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

MY DOG SHAKES HIS HEAD INSTEAD OF PAWING AT THE STICKY 
NOTE 

Use a stronger adhesive tape so your dog can't merely shake it off. Cue him to 
shake hands (page 22) to give him the idea to use his paw. Stick the note in 
different places: above or below his eye or on top of his head. 

MY DOG JUST SITS THERE WITH THE PAPER STUCK TO HIS NOSE! 



Your dignified dog needs to be encouraged to attack the object, as he would a bug 
on his nose. Touch the paper to make him aware of it and use your voice to excite 
him. 

TIP! Take your dog on a trip or errand. It will be good for his social skills and he'll 
enjoy the change of scenery. 

STEPS: 

1 Encourage your dog to swipe at a sticky note on his face. 

2 While laying down, your dog will JXlke his head under his paw. 



3 Just tap the spot on his head instead of using a sticky note. 

4 Go back to using the sticky note, but this time in the sitting position. 

Stand up to encourage your dog's head higher. 



Try an eye cover in a bow position. 

intermediate 

Wave Good-bye 



TEACH IT: 

IIIRHAL CUE 
Bye bye 

HANP SIGNAL 

Your dog waves his paw high in the air. 

1 With your dog sitting, face him and have him shake hands (page 22). 

2 Say "shake, bye-bye" and extend your hand a little higher than you normally would to 
shake hands. Your dog won't be able to hold his paw that high, so his motion will look 
like he is pawing at your hand. 

3 Draw your hand slightly away from your dog, so he can just barely reach your fingers. 

4 Pull your hand back at the last second so he is not touching it at all, but merely pawing 
the air. Be sure to praise him, so he understands that the desired behavior is the waving 
motion, as opposed to the actual touch. 

WHAT TO EXPECT: With a solid shake. your dog can transition to a wave within a few 
training sessions. 

PREREQUISITES 
Shake hands (page 22) 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

AS I MOVE AWAY FROM MY DOG, HE KEEPS MOVING TOWARD ME, 
TRYING TO TOUCH MY HAND 

Stand a few feet away from your dog with your hand outstretched toward him as 
you cue him. At the last second, pull your hand away so that he is pawing the air. 
Reward this! 

MY DOG STANDS UP 
Put him back in a sit before continuing to train. He will have higher extension 
from a sitting position. 

BUILD ON IT! Sit alongside your dog as you both wave good-bye together. 



TIP! Sometimes, your dog offers an unexpected, but cute, behavior. Don't miss that 
opportunity! Reward it and try to elicit it again. 

STEPS: 

"Bye, bye!" 

1 Have your dog shake hands. 

2 Extend your hand higher than normal. 



3 With your hand farther away. your dog can just barely reach your fingers. 

4 Pull your hand back at the last second so your dog paws the air. 

Transition to the hand signal. 



"Bye, bye!" 



APPENDIX A: TRICKS BY SKILL LEVEL 

EASY 

3-2-1 let's go! 105 

back up 161 

beginning disc dog 120 

come 19 

crawl 144 

doggy push-ups 54 

down 16 

drop it/give 26 

fetch/take it 24 

get your leash 37 

hockey goalie 92 

hoopjump 125 

jump for joy 175 

jump over a bar 108 

jump over my knee 109 

kennel up 43 

kisses 197 

peekaboo! 52 

place (circle to my left side) 166 

pull on a rope 73 

shake hands-left and right 22 

side (swing to my left side) 168 

sit 15 

speak 30 

spin circles 162 

stay 18  

take a bow 164 



touch a target 145 

tunnel 143 

walk the dog 38 

ADVANCED 

act ashamed 56 

baton jumping 1 1 6  

chorus line kicks 176 

climb a ladder 152 

cover your eyes 200 

directed jumping 186 

directed retrieve 184 

disc vault off my leg 122 

disobedient dog-under the hoop 134 

double hoop sequence 128 

figure 8's 172 

find the remote/car keys 78 

football 88 

get the phone when it rings 67 

go hide 96 

jump over my back 1 1 0  

my dog can count 180 

play dead 32 

play the piano 62 

say your prayers 42 

turn off the light 68 



INTERMEDIATE 

balance and catch 27 

carry my purse 44 

discern objects names 182 

dog on point 104 

easter egg hunt 98 

fetch my slippers 36 

food refusal 188 

head down 199 

heel forward and backward 160 

hide and seek 94 

honk a bike horn 51 

jump into my arms 1 1 2  

jump through my arms 126 

leg weave 170 

mail carrier 76 

moonwalk 174 

newspaper delivery 40 

paper-covered hoop 140 

paws on my arm 198 

pick a card from a deck 187 

ring a bell to come inside 72 

roll over 31 

sit pretty/beg 28 

soccer 86 

teeter-totter 148 

through a hoop lying on the ground 138 

underlover 146 

wave goodbye 202 

which hand holds the treat? 97 



EXPERT 

basketball 90 

bring me a beer from the fridge 74 

bring me a Lissue 82 

contraband search 192 

find the object with my scent 190 

hoop Jump over my back 132 

Jump rope 1 1 8  

limp 58 

open/close a door 70 

pickpocket pooch 60 

push a shopping cart 80 

ring toss 100 

roll a barrel 154 

roll yourself in a blanket 48 

rolling hoop dive 136 

shell game 102 

summersaullihandstand vault 1 1 4  

tidy up your toys 46 

track a person's  scent trail 194 

weave poles 150 

world's dumbest dog 64 





APPENDIX B: TRICKS BY SPORT 

AGILITY 

hoop jump 125 

jump over a bar 108 

teeter-totter 148 

touch a target 145 

tunnel 143 

underlover 146 

weave poles 150 

• 
• 
• 

DISC DOG 

beginning disc dog 120 

disc vault off my leg 122 

jump into my arms 1 1 2  

jump over my back 1 1 0  

jump over my knee 109 

jump through my arms 126 

summersault/handstand vault 1 1 4  



DOG DANCING/FREESTYLE 

back up 161  

chorus line kicks 176 

figure 8's 172 

head down 199 

heel forward and backward 160 

jump for joy 175 

jump through my arms 126 

leg weave 170 

moonwalk 174 

paws on my arm 198 

peekaboo! 52 

place (circle to my left side) 166 

rollover 31 

side (swing to my left side) 168 

sit pretty/beg 28 

spin circles 162 

take a bow 164 

wave good-bye 202 



HELPER DOG/SERVICE DOG 

bring me a beer from the fridge 

bring me a tissue 

carry my purse 

discern objects names 

fetch my slippers 

find the remote/car keys 

get the phone when it rings 

get your leash 

kennel up 

mail carrier 

newspaper delivery 

open/close a door 

pull on a rope 

push a shopping cart 

ring a bell to come inside 

tidy up your toys 

turn off the light 

74 

82 

44 

182 

36 

78 

67 

37 

43 

76 

40 

70 

73 

80 

72 

46 

68 



HUNTING/RETRIEVING 

directed retrieve 

dog on point 

drop it/give 

fetch/take it 

OBEDIENCE 

come 

directed jumping 

directed retrieve 

doggy push-ups 

down 

drop it/give 

fetch/take it 

find the object with my scent 

heel forward and backward 

jump over a bar 

place (circle to my left side) 

184 

104 

26 

24 

19 

186 

184 

54 

16 

26 

24 

190 

160 

108 

166 



side (swing to my left side) 

sit 

stay 

SEARCH AND RESCUE/POLICE DOG 

climb a ladder 

contraband search 

crawl 

easter egg hunt 

food refusal 

hide and seek 

roll a barrel 

track a person's scent trail 

168 

15 

18  

152 

192 

144 

98 

188 

94 

154 

194 



THERAPY DOG 

cover your eyes 

head down 

kisses 

paws on my arm 

say your prayers 

shake hands-left and right 

speak 

TRACKING 

find the object with my scent 

hide and seek 

track a person's scent trail 

c 

, 

200 

199 

197 

198 

42 

22 

30 

190 

94 

194 
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50 MORE TRICKS! 

1 ABCs identification 

2 Baseball 

WHAT'S NEXT? 

3 Breakdance: rub your back on the floor 

4 Chase your tail 

5 Cock your head to one side 

6 Cross your paws 

7 Dangling rope: use mouth and paw to pull up 

8 Deposit coin into piggy bank 

9 Dig 

10 Drink from a fountain 

11  Find a lost object 

12 Guard an object 

13 GrowVbare teeth 

14 Hi-ho silver away/rear on hind legs 

15 Jump into the car 

16 Lead a person by the wrist 

17 Lick lips/act hungry 

18 Nod in agreement 

19 Nose touch to hand 

20 Object placement 

21 Paws up 

22 Pony ride: stand on my back as I crawl 

23 Pull on harness/pull a cart 

24 Push things with paw (doors, drawers) 

24 Ring around the rosy 

26 Ring bell by pulling string 

21 Ring bell with nose 

28 Ring bell with paw 

29 Roll over with ball between front paws 

30 Rub muzzle on floor 

31 Scratch yourself 

32 Shake an object 

33 Shake head in disagreement 

34 Shake yourself 



35 Sing 

36 Skateboard 

31 Sneeze 

38 Soft mouth: carry a raw egg 

39 Spin with front paws on a stool 

40 Stop at the curb 

41 Stop at the front door 

42 Stop dead on cue 

43 Swim 

44 Take money and bring it to you! 

45 Tap your paw to count 

46 Toss a toy in the air 

47 Volleyball with a balloon 

48 Walk backward up stairs 

49 Walk on forequarters 

50 Yawn 

This page was supposed to be called the "conclusion." But this is not the conclusion to your 
dog training at all, but rather the first steps in a lifelong endeavor. Now that you have some 
skills under your belt and ideas and gUidance for training, your adventure is just beginning! 

As you've read through the tricks in this book, you've probably noticed similarities in 
training techniques-give a cue, lure your dog into position, give the reward, up the ante. 
As you get ready to train new tricks, original tricks, tricks that are unique to you and your 
dog, use the strategies you've learned to figure out the methods. 

Test your training creativity by running down the list to the left, and thinking about how 
you would train these tricks. How would you get your dog to lick his lips (number 17 in the 
list)? Why, you put peanut butter on his nose, of course! How about io use a soft mouth to 
carry an egg (number 38)? Train with a stick wrapped in wire, which would hurt his teeth if 
he bared down. Cross your paws (number 6)? Have your dog do a paw shake while in a 
down position. Gradually move your hand to the side, until his shake crosses over his other 
paw. Sing (number 35)? When does your dog normally howl? At a siren or other noise? 
Most dogs will sing to a harmonica if you hit the right note. I'm sure you get the idea. 

Our dog's lives are far too short, and the time we have to enjoy with them passes qUickly. 
Make the most of it! 

www. l O ldogtricks.com 



Do More 
Witlt Ycmr 0011" 

··1 



© 2007 by Quarry Books 

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form without written 
permission of the copyright owner. All images in this book have been reproduced with the 
knowledge and prior consent of the artists concerned and no responsibility is accepted by 
the producer, publisher, or printer for any infringement of copyright or otherwise, arising 
from the contents of this publication. Every effort has been made to ensure that credits 
accurately comply with information supplied. 

First published in the United States of America by 

Quarry Books, a member of 

Quayside Publishing Group 

33 Commercial Street 

Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930-5089 

Telephone: (978) 282-9590 

Fax: (978) 283-2742 

www.quarrybooks.com 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data available 

ISBN-13: 978-1-59253-325-1 
ISBN-IO: 1-59253-325-6 

Digital edition: 978-1-61673-503-6 

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1  

101 Dog Tricks contains a variety of training recommendations for your dog. While caution 
was taken to give safe recommendations, it is impossible to predict an individual dog's 
reaction to the recommended handling or training. Neither the author, Kyra Sundance, 
Sundance MediaCom, nor the Publisher, Quayside Publishing Group, accepts liability for 
any mental, financial, or physical harm that arises from following the advice, techniques, or 
procedures in this book. Readers should use personal judgment when applying the 
recommendations of this text. 

Cover Design: Rockport Publishers 

Design: Sundance MediaCom 

www.sundancemediacom.com 

All photography: Nick Saglimbenilwww.slickforce.com. with the exception of the 
following: Kyra Sundance, 10, I I ,  12, 13, 20, 2 1 , 34, 50, 84, 104, 106, 142, 159, 178, and 
208. 

�Do More With Your Dog!"  is a registered trademark of Kyra Sundance. 

Printed in Singapore 



www. lOldogtricks.com 


